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of justice." The appeal to force was " criminal
and immoral, venial in men maddened by
suffering, but inexcusable in others.55

In 1889 - he was then eighty-one - the oppor-
tunity came to Manning to put his principles
into practice and forcibly to demonstrate the
living sympathy, if not of the Catholic Church
as a whole, of the most famous living Prince of the
Church with the oppressed and the compara-
tively helpless.

Until the late 'eighties, British trade unionism
had been almost entirely confined to the skilled
workers, but in the Socialist enthusiasm of those
years a successful attempt was made to organise
the unskilled, particularly the dockers and the
gas workers. Employment at the docks was casual
and the wages were low, and in August 1889
the dockers struck for an additional penny an
hour. Their pay was fivepence. They de-
manded a " tanner." The men's leaders were
John Burns, destined twenty-seven years after-
wards to be a Cabinet Minister, Tom Mann, still
an active Communist agitator in constant trouble
with authority, Ben Tillett, who retired from
Parliament at the last election, and Henry
Champion, a middle-class man, who afterwards,
I believe, emigrated to Australia. Public opinion
was definitely on the side of the strikers. Mann